An enduring legacy
of independence

Hillsdale College was founded in 1844 by men and women who proclaimed
themselves “grateful to God for the inestimable blessings resulting from the
prevalence of civil and religious liberty and intelligent piety in the land” and
who believed that “the diffusion of sound learning is essential to the perpetuity
of these blessings.” It was the first American college to prohibit in its charter
any discrimination based on race, sex, or national origin, Associated with
the anti-slavery movement from its earliest days, it attracted to its campus
abolition leaders such as the former slave and orator Frederick Douglass
and Massachusetts statesman Edward Everetr, who preceded Lincoln at
Gettysburg. Several of the College’s leading men were instrumental in founding
the new Republican party up the road in Jackson, Mic igan, in 1854. And
Hillsdale sent a larger percentage of its students to fight for the Union in the
Civil War than any other American college or university except West Point.

Hillsdale's modern rise to national prominence began in the 19705 when the
federal government attempted to impose a host of regulations on the College—
including racial quota requirements that violated Hillsdale's principled policy
e T SR i
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id, replacing all federa | student aid with privately funded grants, loans, and
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